    It will likewise be appropriate to mention the many Christians who, sometimes at the cost of their lives, helped and saved, especially in times of persecution, these their “elder brethren”. (56)

Training of Young People:  I encourage the Church in Europe to give greater attention to the training of young people in the faith. As we look to the future, …we need to make contact with the minds, the hearts and the character of the young in order to provide them with a sound human and Christian formation. (61)  To this end, there is need for a renewed youth ministry, organized by age groups and attentive to the varying situations of children, adolescents and young adults. It will also be necessary to provide this ministry with a more organic structure and consistency, and to be patiently concerned with the questions raised by young people, to make them protagonists of the evangelisation and the building of society (62)

Necessity for frequent reading of the Bible:  Church in Europe… [image: image1.png]


may every member of the faithful hear the Council's plea “to learn 'the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ' (Phil 3:8) by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures. 'Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ' ”.   May the Holy Bible continue to be a treasure for the Church and for every Christian: in the careful study of God's word we will daily find nourishment and strength to carry out our mission.   Let us take up this book! Let us receive it from the Lord who continually offers it to us through his Church (cf. Rev 10:8). Let us devour it (cf. Rev 10:9), so that it can become our very life. Let us savour it deeply: it will make demands of us, but it will give us joy because it is sweet as honey (cf. Rev 10:9-10). Filled with hope, we will be able to share it with every man and woman whom we encounter on our way. (65)

Hope in Victory of Christ:  Be confident! In the Gospel, which is Jesus, you will find the sure and lasting hope to which you aspire. This hope is grounded in the victory of Christ over sin and death. He wishes this victory to be your own, for your salvation and your joy (121)

    28th June, 2003        JOHN PAUL II

Extracts set out by Alpha Ireland, 72 Hillcourt Rd, Glenageary, Co. Dublin.  Email:alphairel@eircom.net   Web: www.alphacourse.ie    Full document available from     http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_20030628_ecclesia-in-europa_en.html
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Extracts from the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope John Paul II to the Bishops, men & women in the consecrated life and all the lay Faithful on

JESUS CHRIST ALIVE IN HIS CHURCH

THE SOURCE OF HOPE FOR EUROPE
Hope for Europe:  Jesus Christ, alive in his Church, the source of hope for Europe… is a theme which I too wish to proclaim to all the Christians of Europe at the beginning of this third millennium (1)

New Movements:. The Gospel continues to bear fruit in parish communities…  in lay associations… and in various youth communities, as well as through the presence and growth of new movements and ecclesial realities. In each of them the one Spirit finds ways of awakening renewed dedication to the Gospel, generous openness to the service of others, and a Christian life marked by Gospel radicalism and missionary zeal.   Such groups, in fact, “help Christians to live a more radically evangelical life. …Above all, they promote the vocation of the laity, and they help it to find expression in different spheres of life.  … Frequently they promote the journey of ecumenism …. They are an antidote to the spread of sects (15)
Jesus the one & only mediator:  Christian communities ….must constantly testify that Jesus Christ “is the one and only mediator of salvation for all of humanity. Only in him do humanity, history and the cosmos find their definitively positive meaning and receive their full realization: he has in himself in his life and in his person the definitive reason of salvation (20)

Catholic Parishes:  One sees how our ecclesial communities are struggling with weaknesses, weariness and divisions. They too need to hear anew the voice of the Bridegroom, who invites them to conversion, spurs them on to bold new undertakings and calls forth their commitment to the great task of the “new evangelisation” (23)  
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Christian Unity:  Finally, the Gospel of hope is also a forceful summons  to conversion in the field of ecumenism. In the conviction that Christian unity corresponds to the Lord's prayer “that they may all be one” (cf. Jn 17:11), and that it is essential today for greater credibility in evangelisation… all the Churches and Ecclesial Communities need to “be assisted and encouraged to see the journey of ecumenism as a 'travelling together' towards Christ” and towards the visible unity which he wills, so that unity in diversity may shine forth within the Church as a gift of the Holy Spirit, the builder of communion. (30)

Proclamation of Jesus: Church in Europe, the “new evangelisation” is the task set before you! Rediscover the enthusiasm of proclamation. Hear today… the plea heard at the beginning of the first millennium, when a man of Macedonia appeared in a vision to Paul and begged him: “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” (Acts 16:9). Even if it remains unexpressed or even repressed, this is the most profound and genuine plea rising from the hearts of Europeans today, who yearn for a hope which does not disappoint… Let the proclamation of Jesus, which is the Gospel of hope, be your boast and your whole life (45)
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First Evangelisation:  In various parts of Europe a first proclamation of the Gospel is needed: the number of unbaptized is growing, both because of the significant presence of immigrants of other religions and because children born into families of Christian tradition have not received Baptism… Indeed, Europe is now one of those traditionally Christian places which, in addition to a new evangelisation, require in some cases a first evangelisation…. Everywhere.. a renewed proclamation is needed even for those already baptized.  Many Europeans today think they know what Christianity is, yet they do not really know it at all….Many of the baptized live as if Christ did not exist: the gestures and signs of faith are repeated, especially in devotional practices, but they fail to correspond to a real acceptance of the content of the faith and fidelity to the person of Jesus (46) 

Witness of Unity:  The future of evangelisation is closely linked to the witness of unity given by all Christ's followers: “All Christians are called to carry out this mission in accordance with their vocation. The task of evangelisation involves moving towards one another and moving forward together as Christians, and it must begin from within; evangelisation and unity, evangelisation and ecumenism are indissolubly linked”. (50) Preaching & the Person of Jesus:  Proclaiming the Gospel of hope calls for steadfast fidelity to the Gospel itself. The Church's preaching, in all its forms, must be increasingly centred on the person of Jesus and increasingly converge on him. Vigilant care must be taken that Christ is presented in his fullness: not merely as an ethical model, but above all as the Son of God, the one, necessary Saviour of all, who lives and is at work in his Church. If our hope is to be true and unshakable, “an integral, clear and renewed preaching of the Risen Christ, the resurrection and eternal life” must be a priority for pastoral activity in coming years. (48) 

Power of Personal Witness: Our contemporaries “listen more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if they do listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses”. The presence and the signs of holiness are thus decisive: holiness is the essential prerequisite for an authentic evangelisation capable of reviving hope. What is needed are forceful, personal and communal testimonies of new life in Christ. It is not enough that truth and grace are offered through the proclamation of the word and the celebration of the sacraments; they need to be accepted and experienced in every practical situation, in the way Christians and ecclesial communities lead their lives. This is one of the greatest challenges set before the Church in Europe. 

Christian/Jewish Roots & Dialogue:  As was already clear from the First Special Assembly for Europe of the Synod of Bishops, and was reaffirmed in the latest Synod, there is need for acknowledgment of the common roots linking Christianity and the Jewish people, who are called by God to a covenant which remains irrevocable (cf. Rom 11:29)  and has attained definitive fullness in Christ.   Consequently it is necessary to encourage dialogue with Judaism, knowing that it is fundamentally important for the self-knowledge of Christians and for the transcending of divisions between the Churches, and to work for the flowering of a new springtime in mutual relations. This demands that each ecclesial community engage, to the extent that circumstances permit, in dialogue and cooperation with believers of the Jewish religion. This engagement also implies that “acknowledgment be given to any part which the children of the Church have had in the growth and spread of antisemitism in history; forgiveness must be sought for this from God, and every effort must be made to favour encounters of reconciliation and of friendship with the sons of Israel”. (56)  
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